
The right color 

is the one that 

makes you feel 

comfortable.  

There is no 

place where 

the infl uence of 

color is felt more 

strongly than in 

your home
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Interior Painting Brush Up on Your Decor

A clean, well-maintained 
  home cre ates a favor
  able im pres sion. In-

 te ri or paint ing is of ten the least 
ex pen sive way to im prove the ap-
 pear ance of your home. Paint ing 
tech niques are not dif fi  cult; suc cess 
de pends on prop er prep a ra tion and 
following certain pro ce dures.
    Consult your paint dealer for 
the proper paint to use. Buy a top 
qual i ty paint. This will add enduring 
beau ty to the fi nished project and 
give you several years before the 
project needs to be redone.

Latex and Oil Base
Most interior paints in use to day are 
latex-based. This type goes on eas-
 i er and faster than does oil-based 
paint. Latex paints have oth er ad-
 van tag es as well. They dry quick ly, 
usu al ly in about an hour. They have 
little or no odor and clean up with 
soap and wa ter.
    Oil based paints are rec om -
mend ed for woodwork such as 
rail ings and bannisters. They are 
also used for areas which receive 
heavy hand or foot traffi c. With their 
high er gloss and harder fi lm, they 
create a professional fi nish.

Finishes
Interior paints have different gloss 
levels or fi nishes. The fi nish de ter -
mines the amount of sheen or light 
refl ection a paint will have. Choos-
 ing a particular fi nish is of ten a 
matter of personal pref er ence, but 
certain fi nishes are more du ra ble 
and scrubbable than others.
    A fl at fi nish has no sheen and 
minimizes surface defects. It is 
nor mal ly used on walls or ceil ings 
which don't require fre quent wash-
 ing.
    A satin, or eggshell, fi nish has a 
soft sheen which looks more like a 
fl at fi nish, but can be scrubbed. It is 
more versatile than a fl at fi nish and 
can be used in foyers, living rooms, 
hallways, and bed rooms.
    A semi-gloss fi nish has added 

sheen which is popular for ac cents, 
trim, woodwork, and fur ni ture. Its 
hard, smooth fi nish is easy to keep 
clean. This makes it popular for 
kitchens, children's rooms, and 
sim i lar areas which have a lot of 
traffi c.
    Ceiling paint is designed to drip 
less than other paints and hide 
sur face defects well. In kitchens 
and bathrooms where steam is a 
fre quent factor and frequent wash-
 ing more necessary, a semi-gloss 
oil-based ceiling paint is often a 
good choice.

Tools
It is important to use high-qual i ty 
painting tools. They make the job 
easier, conserve paint and give a 
pro fes sion al appearance to the 
fi n ished project. Thick, washable 
roll er covers and bris tle paint 
brush es make a difference.

Preparation
When you plan to paint the in te ri or 
of your home, be sure to fi rst pre-
 pare the surface prop er ly. These 
are the steps you should follow.
1. Scrape away any loose paint.
2. Fill small cracks and holes with 

spackling. 
3. Fill large cracks and holes with 

patching plaster. 
4. Sand repaired areas to a smooth 

fi nish.
5. Wash the surface with a non-

sudsing, non-oil detergent.
6. Scrub all stubborn stains and 

cov er with a stain sealer.
7. Prime all repaired areas and 

oth er bare surfaces.
8. Apply a single coat of paint 

when repainting with the same 
or a sim i lar color.

9. After the fi rst coat has dried, 
apply a second coat if you are 
chang ing the color sig nif i-
 cant ly.


